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The Three Sisters Mountains in Sisters, Oregon n p

Most visitors arrive in Oregon o spend a few davs in Pordland, and ver ir seems
Pordanders already wrore the meme: Escape urbanicy for the waldly pristine hubs
of cenrral and northeast Oregon. Along these rarefied roads an ideal mavelogue
unfurls—high desery glisrening lakes; lush, rowering foreses; and disranr silhouermes
of volcanic Cascade mountain peaks.

Wich such an abundant slice of American wildemness, an ideal Moonrise Kingdonr
acvenmure awaits thanks ro an endless wealth of ourdoor acrivities (skiing,
kavaking, paddleboarding, biking, hiking, th-fishing], locally sourced ears, and
highly bespoke drinking (2 grand witecea of beer, cockrails, and cotfee).
Commence vour stav ar the small Western-tlaired vown of Sisters; move on ro the
culinary, microbrewenrich land of Bend; and, hours bevond, vo the sweer arrises’
haven of Joseph, where an unlikely poenc sprawl of Swisslike canvons and prairies
kiss the base of che Wallowa Mounrains, Below, a grude ro chree scenic Pacific
Northwest towns ripe for wshering in fall davs of spectacular brighe reds, faded

Sisters

WHERE TO EAT. DRINK AND SHOP

Just three hours from Pordland, Siseers, named afver a wio of rowering Western
peaks, rests on the fringe of high desert with a dustr cowboy spread of lare- 18005
facades. Java enchusiases line up ar Sisters Cotfee, a srarely log cabin, for vegan
nwiffing and frothy lattes. The quaine Cottonwood Café serves a Turkey and Kale
Chopped Salad and an open-taced Ocean Melr fearuring smoked salmon and
albacors mna. The Open Door whips up delicious roasred cauliflower dip and has
a well-rounded wine list. The no-frills 30s roadside landmark Sno Cap Drive In
flips greasv-spoon burgers and blends thick milkshakes. For local brews, Thj
Creebs mimics an Old West livery stable with puly tare and hoppy sips. Healthy

weans and on-tap kombucha reside ac Melvin's Marker. For goods, har enthusiases
should visit Baldwin's for bespoke cowbov brims spawned from fur fale. And the
calorful Blue Burro stocks Guaremalan rextiles, leather wares, and peasant

blouses.

WHERE TO STAY

Deep in the Deschures Narional Foresr and under the fragrane canopy of Douglas
fir and ponderosa pines, drop vour bags ar the newly reopened Surtle Lodge (est
19305 ), a mighey rwo-story imber serucrure with an elaborare hand-carved frone
door. Throwback cabins range from "rustic™ ro “lakeside,” and 11 spacious rooms

are ourfireed wirdh cusrom Pendleron blankers (and are Dlassfully sans relevisions ).

In rhe marming, cradle a cup of Backporch Coffes on a leisure mail loop or apr for
a lake kavak or stand-up paddleboard. Shake off che evening's chill around the
roasty fireplace with a Table Sled, made with smoky bourbon, lime, demerara, and

pine— complimenrs of Oregon narive Sean Hoard.

And the food? Chef Joshua McFadden's ( Ava Gene's) supremely simple fish-shack-
meers-diner approach includes golden chips and mrour dip, a masterful griddled
pary with cheddar (and the fixins’), and an elevared, soul-soothing lake “chowder”
loaded with celerv, onion, salmon, mrour, and a roasted hunk of garlic bread for

obligarory dunking. Believe the hvpe—Instagram moments will be boundless,

WHAT TO DO

Using cedar soaking mbs, the unique Hop In the Spa blends beer-inspired
ingredienrs and minerals ro reduce swress and decoxaty. Horseback riding among
the changing foliage is requisite ar Black Bume Ranch, or channel a River Rins
Throngh It moment with some flyv-fishing, The tranquil Surele Lake offers hiking,
boaring, and swimming, and when the cold arrives, the alpine set heads for the
snowy slopes ar Hoodoo, a ski area of more than 800 acres feanuring borh finely

groomed rns or more challenging powder. Of course, Mr. Bachelor remains an

ideal spor tor snowboarding and skiing,

Smith Rock State Park in Bend, Oregon

Bend

Abour a half hour from Sisters, the wildly popular, high-desert rown of Bend rests
ar the foothills of the wide, expansive Cascades. Known for irs legendary 300 days
of sunshine, this unprerennous own 15 high on charm, dpsy wich nuerobrews, and

big on narural beaury.

WHERE TO EAT AND DRINK
First things first, quell any coffee craving ar Backvard Coffee. The counter at

McEKay Corrage Restaurant has pecan sticky buns and warm scone cravings

covered, while egg specialries, crunchy mur granola, and homemade applesauce
rule ar Vicrorian Café. Amvrhing with craft or seasonal in irs de (including svellar

wines) resides ar Newport Avenue Markee. The bourique Foxtail Bakeshop makes

handmade cakes and savory and sweer rarrs. Lines form early ar the Sparrow
Bakery, known for its beloved Ocean Roll, a bureery eroissant-esque wear made
with caradamom, sugar, and vanilla. Jackson's Comer mainrains the farm-ro-rable
ethes with vegerarian pizzas and pastas. The Lot hosts food cares (streer racos,
steamed dumplings) and live music. For global comtors, induding fried chicken,
drop by Spork. The locals’ delighe 900 Wall reigns for overers, srone-oven pizzas,

and vegerable-heavy sides. Finally, a rable ar 5 Fusion and Sushi Bar fearures James

Beard-nominared chef Joe Kim's plares of fresh sushi, wag beef, and miso-
glazed pork.

Faor a nighecap, Dogwood Cockrail Cabin serves a Ryve-An Gosling, with e
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assembles verba mare drinks with vodka and infused fruits. For suiff, end-of-the:
evening libarions and snacks, visit the divey D&D Bar and Grill. Sready crowds
converge ar Deschuees Brewery, while most Bendires gravicare ro lessraversed

vemues like Bend Brewing Company for elevared pub foed and the Ale Apothecary

tor a unique, vear-round rable sour. The casual GoodLife Brewing and the edgy,
ne-frills Bonevard Beer (which sells mesh wrucker hars) are both easv pir stops.
Fl'l:\!]'l. Bt‘]ld]‘kl‘ll]t‘l}', l'l:]L“ .I'-\'.lld-'\'\']]'l.[]!l]g c.l.'illfl Ltlv:.f Spnir& Plﬁl'.{'llfﬁ 5]1I..1]] hiil’f!]fs
of vodka and spicy gin, perfect for martinis overlocking Mirror Pond. For covered
picnic tables, handsome flannels, and dogtriendly pario vibes, the Crux

Fermentadon Project grants seellar views of the Cascades—especially ar sunsec.

WHERE TO 5TAY

Rest vour head ar the upscale Tedherow, a 50-room resort wich views of the
majestic Cascades. Handsome clubby rooms fearnre fireplaces and balconies,
Golfing? There's an 18-hole course (with local beer on rap in the club shop). On
the outskires of town, the stately dmber Pronghorn Resort is surrounded by steep
canvons, juniper trees, and copious wildlife, including the namesake pronghon,
which ranslares o an “aneelope goar.” For upscale unpluggzing abour 25 minures

from Bend, Panacea at the Canvon (a “signal-free sancruary”) offers seven luxe

Stargazer cents (with en suire bachrooms) alongside spa services and healehy, farm-

ro-table campsite classics.

WHAT TO DO

The Tower Theawe, bwile in 1940, hosts rotanng jazz concerts and, ves, movies,
For staggering, awe-inspiring beaury, point vour compass ro Smirh Rock Stare
Park. If abundant rock climbing isn't vour foree, arrange a leisurely horseback ride
inte the canvons and winding along the Crooked River meadow—a magical mix of
high desert, prairie grass, and dramaric spires of red and volcanic rock. In the
warmer monchs, ger wer wich Sun Counrry Tours's whirewsarer rafring dewn the
Deschures River “Big Eddy Thriller,” a three-mile adrenaline jolr in berween
invigorating douses of cool water. Come winter, Bend transforms inro a skiing
base=with Mr. Bachelor offering deeply fine powder for snowshoeing or gilding

on cross-country skis.

A field of wildflowers in Enterprise, Oregon

Joseph and Enterprise

Apily titled “Lirde Swirzerland of America™ and siruared ar the base of the
Wallowa Mountams, the remore, sleepy arrists” enclave of Joseph (pop.: 1,054)
could also be misraken as the Marfa of the Pacific Nordhwest—thanks to is
minimalist rimmings and unlikely focus on bronze are, And just down the road,
Enrerprise, a riny town of grassy meadows and wildflowers, looks like ir was

phacked from the Sound of Music ser.

WHERE TO EAT, DRINK, AND SHOP

For Smumprown coffee and handerafred chocolates, cthe familv-owned Arrowhead
Chocolares whips up hot chili rruffles and savory biscusrs, while Red Horse Coffes
Traders roasts irs beans on-sire. Cockrails and cordials ar Srein Disullery ger theu
handecrafred spirits from lecally grown grains in a magnificent copper seill. Wab a

picnic table by the creek at Terminal Gravity Brewing for beers, steamer clams,

and a grass-fed Corrienre burger on a Tusean roll. Wich a Hungarian aescheric,

Vali's Alpine Restaurane is revered for irs homemade donures (v the chocolare

Bawarian cream). In neighboring Enverprise, Wild Carror Herbals carries

sumpruously healing nacive boranical oils. Afrer a hike, reward vourself at
Dandelion Wines wich regonal wines. And don’t miss che shorr drive ro erafrsman

Toler Havs's cenmunv-old mercantile store M. Crow and Company (also with a New

York Ciry ourpost). A visual wonderland of local produce and wine sits alongside
made-in-the-USA provisions like tomahawks, Douglas fir plywood speakers,
demim, and stoneware mugs.

WHERE TO 5TAY

Check inro Jennings Horel, another cenmurv-old, reburished landmark smack in the
center of Main Streer. With only five rooms, owner Greg Hennes enlisred his
friends as guest designers (manv of whom serve as arcists in residence). There's a
decidedly sparse Nordic benr with clean, white walls and light ponderosa pine
flooring. Barhrooms are stocked with Juniper Ridge soap and nanve Beecrowbee
hair products (which are available ar a nearby brick-and-morear shop ). And,
surprisingly, a scarkly simple Finnish weedry sauna dressed in whiee tle and a
custom redwood bench offers a steamy derox refuge. For more rusne ourdoos
lodging on the edge of Joseph Creek Canvon, the RimBock Inn leans heavily on

the glamping-teepeevintage ailer wio concepr, marked with incredible views.

WHAT TO DO

Known for its bronze artisty emploving a lost wax method, the Joseph Arcwalk

reveals a surprising series of handsome, rowering ourdoor Western-themed

sculprures along Main Sereer. For the road less waveled, Hells Canyon Narional

Recreation Area is best for slow, scenic drives of panoramic vistas along with
hiking, rafring, and coundess all-terrain activides, Inhale sweeping views of the
unrouched Oregon “Alps” from inside the four-person gondolas chimbing along

the Wallowa Lake Tranwvay. Earlv-morning hikers will revel in the secluded Swiss

mise-en-scene of Eagle Cap Wilderness, where calm alpine waters, flowery

meadows, and aurumn colors make for serene wrancualicy.
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